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MEMBER FOR PERTH 

Proceeds of Crime Trust Fund Program — Personal Explanation 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [4.34 pm] — by leave: In question time today the Attorney General attempted to create 
a misimpression over my —  

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: A personal explanation is permitted by leave of the house, and the house has obviously 
granted leave. The rule is that members are not allowed to make argumentative comments or enter into debate, 
which is exactly what the member has just done. Mr Deputy Speaker, I suggest that you need to pull the member 
for Perth into line over that. We are happy to listen to him in silence, but he must comply with standing orders.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I advise the member for Perth that any statement by him must state the facts and not 
involve any argument, and I ask him to bear that in mind.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr J.N. HYDE: I used the word “misimpression” because standing orders state that that is the ground on which 
a personal explanation must be made. I was not referring to anything other than the facts.  

The facts are that despite the audit report of the committee’s grants being completed on 20 March it was released 
publicly only today or yesterday. This audit report reveals that the fund chairman—that is; me—and the previous 
Attorney General had undertaken the audit and put in place transparent audit practices by the beginning of the 
sixth round in May 2008. The audit report states — 

Decisions on which grants should be recommended for funding were reached collectively by consensus 
among the Committee members … the Department is of the view that none are inconsistent with the 
legislation. 

The minister has had this document since 20 March, but chose to release it on a slow news day.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Perth!  

Mr J.N. HYDE: The Attorney has not identified action by any member of Parliament or public servant that 
warrants referral to the Corruption and Crime Commission or any other body. The audit document, apart from 
giving the consensus committee a clear bill of health, mentions me once, as the member for Perth, as still being 
the chairman of the committee. That is the only reference to me in the audit.  
 


